All-terrain vehicle injuries in central Wisconsin: a continuing problem.
All-terrain vehicles (ATVs) have become well recognized as associated with injuries. This recognition has resulted in attempts at education and regulation to reduce the number and severity of injuries and number of deaths. The Marshfield Clinic and St. Joseph's Hospital surveyed all-terrain vehicle accidents in the Emergency Department in 1985 and again in 1988 and followed these patients for at least 1 year after the injury. Between the two dates, extensive educational and legislative activity had taken place. The actual number of all-terrain vehicle accidents had increased. The characteristics of victims who were involved in all-terrain vehicle accidents did not change. The actual number of accidents associated with three-wheeled ATVs did not appreciably decrease but the number of accidents associated with four-wheeled ATVs did increase. To date, it is not clear that legislative and educational activities are effective in reducing the number of ATV accidents or in changing the pattern of the accidents.